
To: Matuszko, Jan[Matuszko.Jan@epa.gov] 
Cc: 
From: 

Houlihan, Damien[houlihan.damien@epa.gov]; Webster, David[Webster.David@epa.gov] 
Zobrist, Marcus 

Sent: Tue 9/29/2015 1:06:11 PM 
Subject: FW: draft Steam Electric Rule docs 

From: Webster, David 
Sent: Monday, September 28,2015 5:30PM 
To: Zobrist, Marcus; Houlihan, Damien 
Cc: Moraff, Kenneth 
Subject: FW: draft Steam Electric Rule docs 
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From: Moraff, Kenneth 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 4:45PM 
To: Webster, David Houlihan, Damien 

Cc: Hamjian, Lynne 
Subject: FW: draft Steam Electric Rule docs 

From: Deegan, Dave 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 4:43PM 
To: Conroy, David 

McGuire, Karen 

Cc: Grantham, Nancy Bender, Emily 
Subject: FW: draft Steam Electric Rule docs 
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From: Loop, Travis 
Sent: Monday, September 28, 2015 1:57PM 
To: PADs and Alternates 
Cc: Purchia, Liz; Harrison, Melissa; Lee, Monica; Allen, Laura; Abrams, Dan 
Subject: draft Steam Electric Rule docs 

PADS 

We will announce the final Steam Electric Power Plant rule this Wednesday, Sept 30. Attached 
are draft documents -the press release and roll out plan. Please note the list of 134 facilities that 
will be impacted by this rule in the role out doc, which are organized by state. Please let me 
know if you have any questions. 

Here is what this is about: 

The rule will reduce the discharge of toxic pollutants into America's waterways from steam electric power 
plants by 1.4 billion pounds annually, as well as reduce water withdrawal by 57 billion gallons per year. 

Steam electric power plants account for about thirty percent of all toxic pollutants discharged into 
streams, rivers and lakes from permitted industrial facilities in the United States. These toxic pollutants 
include mercury, arsenic, lead, and selenium, which can cause neurological damage in children, lead to 
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cancer, and damage the circulatory system, kidneys, and liver. Toxic metals also do not break down in 
the environment and can contaminate sediment in waterways and impact aquatic life and wildlife, 
including large-scale die-offs of fish. Due to their close proximity to these discharges and relatively high 
consumption of fish, some minority and low-income communities have greater exposure to, and are 
therefore at greater risk from, pollutants in steam electric power plant discharges. 

The rule sets the first-ever national limits on the levels of toxic pollutants in wastewater that can be 
discharged from power plants. These standards are strong but reasonable - based on technologies that 
are readily available and broadly used in the industry today, reinforcing the ongoing trend towards cleaner 
more modern plants. The standards provide flexibility in implementation through a phased-in approach, 
allowing plant owners to pursue integrated strategies to meet these and other recent environmental 
requirements. 

Travis Loop 

Director of Communications 
Office of Water 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

202-870-6922 
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